
The last is quoted from a hitherto unpublished
address delivered by the author's brother, Dr.
Henry Smith Williams, at the National Confer-
ence on Race Betterment held on Jan. 10, 1914,
in Battle Creek, Mich.

The author regards the drug-habit menace
largely as a result of unwise restrictions placed
on the liquor traffic. He comments on the falla-
cies of so-called temperance instruction in our
public schools and its evil results; criticizes the
supposed effect of liquor legislation in reducing
insanity; and points out that it is by no means

proved that parental alcoholic indulgence is the
source of mental defect in offspring. Indeed
the researches of the Galton laboratory for na-

tional eugenics tend to indicate the opposite. By
way of remedy for the acknowledged evils of
alcoholic intemperance, he considers prohibition
a demonstrated failure. Tho ultimate solution
of the problem of the world's steadily increasing
alcohol consumption he believes to be fourfold:
first, rational treatment of the dipsomaniac ; sec-

ond, protection of the adolescent ; third, con-
trol of the saloon; and fourth, the provision of
substitutes for the saloon in the form of public
gymnasia and men's clubs. Finally, he signifi-
cantly points out that the modern increase of
drunkards, like that of the insane, is probably in
considerable part, due to the misguided efforts of
a science and philanthropy which are "saving
the weaklings of our generation who hitherto
would have been ruthlessly removed by dis-
ease." As Professor Bateson has recently said:
"The whole force of modern science and legisla-
tion has hitherto been exercised in the preserva-
tion of the defective strains in our midst."
Thus the question of alcohol becomes ultimately
and essentially one of eugenics.

Whether one agrees in whole, in part, or not
at all with the author's conclusions, his mono-

graphic collection of essays deserves serious
consideration, particularly since it offers, what
has long been lacking from the dispassionate
opponents of prohibition, a definite substitute
plan of action. The book is a thoughtful and
scholarly contribution to the study of one of the
great problems of the age.

Medical Characters in Chinese Writing. By Du.
LuciEN-GiiAux, Laureate of the Institute,
member of the Paris Medical Society, director
of the Paris Medical Gazette. Illustrated.
Paris: A. Maloine. 1014.

This French monograph is an expert work on
medical sinology by a physician and Oriental
scholar of international reputation. The great-
er part of it is concerned with the interpretation
of 270 Chinese characters, representing the
names of diseases. It is, therefore, essentially
an encyclopedia of Chinese nosology.

Chinese writing, like that of all primitive Ian-

guages, is at bottom hieroglyphic. Ideas arc
presented by picture symbols, originally de-
scriptive, later becoming figurative and meta-
phoric. Whereas modern Occidental literatures,
however, have substituted for this ideographic
method a system of phonetic alphabets, the Chi-
nese has retained its symbolic notation, with the
result that the language consists of many thou-
sands of signs representing ideas, words,
phrases, and relations.

This infinite complexity, nevertheless, is not
so hopeless as it might appear. To facilitate
their comprehension, the Chinese characters are
grouped into a series of 214 families or cate-
gories of related ideas, each designated by a
radical or key, indicating the type of idea des-
ignated. Thus key 104, denoting the ideas re-

lating to sickness is a graphic sign, ni, repre-
senting a man in bed. Each name of a disease
begins with this key and continues with further
signs indicating the nature of the illness. Thus
the words ni chän, meaning hernia, are repre-
sented by the radical ni followed by the symbol
chän for mountain, indicating the swelling or
elevation formed by a hernia on the surface of
the body.

In this manner, the author proceeds to ana-
lyze and interpret a number of Chinese medical
characters pertaining to disease. By way of
appendix he adds a translation of a very ancient
Chinese opinion on medicine, a table of Chinese
prescriptions and diagnostic signs, a similar in-
terpretation of a number of Chinese anatomic
terms, a bibliography of European works on
Chinese and Annamite medicine, and of Chinese
medical works. The work is one of extreme in-
terest and.value not only to students of Chinese
but to physicians and others concerned with the
history of comparative medicine.

Acute Poliomyelitis. By Dr. Ivan Wickman of
Stockholm. Authorized English translation
by Dit. Wm. J. A. M. Maloney, F.R.S., ed.
Illustrated. New York : The Journal of Ner-
vous and Mental Disease Publishing Com-
pany. 1913.

This monograph is No. 16 of the Nervous and
Mental Disease Series, and is a most worthy
addition to those well known publications.
Wickman's investigations of poliomyelitis make
anything he may write of the utmost value, and
this translation into English of his important
study will extend still further the scope of his
influence. The monograph gives a concise de-
scription of what we at present know regarding
the disease. Whether the conclusions reached
regarding methods of dissemination will be
finally accepted must remain for the presentundetermined. An excellent bibliography con-
cludes this well translated pamphlet.
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